
ACTPA Communique  

Semester 1 2020 
ACTPA Members and Friends,  
 
The Winter break is only days away folks and it has 
been a long haul since you had a real break back in 
early January.    
 
As school leaders you have done an outstanding job 
in leading your communities through some worrying 
times.  You have remained calm, found solutions and 
been there to support others.  Your sustained efforts 
in support of policy changes and contributing to their 
speedy design in some cases, even if you were 
sometimes frustrated by some of them, have helped 
keep the ACT safe and on track.  Thank you! 
 
Your Wellbeing Matters 
 
As school leaders we do a great job of looking after 
others.  However, we need to be reminded to make 
time to look after ourselves as well. Thankfully we 
have established a Principal Health and Wellbeing 
plan, and it is time now to bring it back online to 
support school leaders.  
 
ACTPA Executive will be meeting with our DG Katy 
Haire in the final week of term to discuss the next 
steps in the plan which is very much a partnership 
with each principal and our Directorate. Katy has 
made it clear in her communications this semester 
that leader wellbeing is critical to sustained success 
for every school, so we look forward to hearing from 
her experience in developing next stage plans. 
 
As an example of a member wellbeing activity we 
have 35 members involved in the Virgin Pulse 100-

day step challenge. Five teams of seven and the 
challenge is providing a team challenge that 
encourages physical activity and a healthy lifestyle. 
We will gather data from this wellbeing activity and 
share results with our membership sometime in 
September. We thank our sponsors for their valuable 
support of Principal wellbeing. 
 

 
 
September 2020 will also be two years since we 
launched the initial PHWB plan built on nine 
recommendations from the ACTPA Principal 
Wellbeing Research Study (sometimes referred to as 
the Hall Report). We hope we can convene a 
wellbeing breakfast again this year with appropriate 
event distancing measures in place. Maybe a 

lakeside outdoor breakfast event       
 
Being Connected Matters 
 
The Principal Coaching and Mentor Program focus 
group met recently with Jo Padgham and it is exciting 
to see that discussions were moving quickly to 
making this happen. We will never know how much 
benefit this will be for our jurisdiction until we get 
started and establish a robust plan to act, review and 
implement. Let’s hope we can have this support in 
place by the end of 2020 as no year in recent history 
has warranted this level of professional support 
more than 2020.  
 
Having said that, it has become apparent that the 
way Principals regularly connected during the 
isolation period through videoconferencing was a 
tremendous professional support. Keep it up as a 
way forward if only for a 30-minute check-in on the 
local cluster or sectoral colleagues across the ACT 

and Jervis Bay of course.       Follow up with face to 
face meetings as needed, but let’s not just snap back 
to our old ways. 
 
 



ASPA Newsletter 
Check out the ASPA Newsletter for an update on the 
national scene and it would be good to be aware of 
the ACARA update and Curriculum Review section 
and the Schools Plus funding opportunities. 
 

http://aspa.schoolzineplus.com/newsletter/67856  
 
ACTPA 2020 Symposium 
Plans are underway for the 2020 ACTPA Symposium 
on Thursday (pm) August 27 and all-day Friday 28 
August. Claim the date and details will be emailed 
out in week 1 of Semester 2. With distancing 
measures allowing larger events in appropriate 
venues, the Professional Learning Committee are 
moving quickly to establish a marquee event. Time 
flies as we know but many will recall the 2017 Future 
of Education Symposium convened at HBCTL and the 
National Museum plus some provocative dinner 
conversation at the Boathouse  on Thursday evening.  
 

National Architecture for Schooling Consultation 

ACTPA contributed to the AGPPA submission over 

the Autumn break to the above. We recognised 

potential benefits in the preferred model which 

would see ACARA and AITSL  merge, leaving ESA as a 

standalone company (as it currently is). There will be 

many bureaucratic issues that need to be resolved 

and we emphasised how a  primary focus over the 

next few years will be on wellbeing and student 

achievement. Administration of national agendas 

shouldn’t become a barrier. 

Letter to state/territory and federal ministers of 

education 

APPA, ASPA, CaSPA and AHISA wrote to all state, 

territory and the federal Ministers of Education on 

23rd April. They urged unified advice be given for 

reducing the likelihood of Covid-19 transmission in 

schools and the formation of principal advisory 

groups to assist in planning for the successful 

transition back to face-to-face teaching. Locally 

ACTPA was included as a stakeholder and a recent 

letter from Minister Berry affirmed her commitment 

to our stakeholder relationship. 

 

National Principal bodies 

Throughout this semester we have received many 

emails and public statements from the various state, 

territory and national Principal groups regarding 

Coronavirus, and this will continue as a matter of 

course. To summarise, these statements celebrated 

how well the principal class were managing the 

evolving nature of pupil-free learning, the concerns 

we had around the health and safety of our children 

and staff and working to protect our health and 

wellbeing. Well done ACT Principal class! 

EA Survey 

Thank you all for completing the survey on the EA 

implementation earlier this semester. It was very 

clear there were a number of frustrations which 

were having a significant impact on your wellbeing 

and ability to manage your schools. In a number of 

meetings this semester these matters are being 

raised with the AEU and ESO.  

Check your inbox during week 20 for a follow up 

survey to support our advocacy of the Principal class. 

For the final days of this semester, take care of self 
and your leadership teams as you guide 
communities to the Winter break, after a semester 
like no other. 
 
Take care, 
 
Michael Battenally and Wendy Cave 
ACTPA Co-Presidents 
 
Andy Mison and Liz Bobos 
ACTPA Vice Presidents 
 

Our Sponsor Partners are long-standing supporters 

Teachers Mutual Bank, Footsteps Dance who 

specialise in movement programs from Preschool 

to Year 12, The School Photographer who are well-

known for the school photographs and our newest 

partners, OSHClub who provide outside school 

hours care. Through these tough times, please 

remember the support our partners give the 

Principal class. 

http://aspa.schoolzineplus.com/newsletter/67856

